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attack conducted simultaneously from within the Cabinet and by these newspapers outside.
The Fall of Asquith
The story of his displacement has been told very candidly by some of those who played a principal part in it, and it will always remain a subject of curious study by those who are interested in the methods by which politicians waged war on one another in these years. Mr. Lloyd George was honestly convinced that he knew how to conduct the war better than Asquith, and his object was to place himself in control of the military operations, whether as Prime Minister or as Chairman of a War Committee of the Cabinet. What followed was a tangle of cross-purposes, in which the Prime Minister misunderstood the action of bis Unionist colleagues, and they were taken by surprise by the results of their own proceedings. Within a fortnight they had made his resignation inevitable, though they had started out with the quite different intention of curbing the activities of his principal critic and rival, Mr. Lloyd George.
In historical perspective the event stands out as one of those which are fated in war. Asquith has been called the kst of the Romans, and he held firmly to the traditions of the classical British statesmanship—especially its regard for collective responsibility, its dislike of personal advertisement and public recrimination, its high respect for Parliament and parliamentary forms. He had stood between the soldiers and what he thought to be unfair or impatient public criticism, he had taken all the blame when things went wrong, and shared the credit with others when they went right. He regarded it as his special task to secure national and Cabinet unity, and drew a clear distinction between the great objects of policy and strategy which were the GOTOenment's sphere and the conduct of the war which was the soldiers'. For more than nine years he had carried die cotintry through emergencies in home and foreign affairs which called for the utmost courage and decision, but he had concealed his own activities under a mask of seeming passivity which enabled his enemies to say that he waited on events, but which very often meant that he refitsed to be hustled or itemed when others were losing their composure.
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